Erpenbach Calls for Senate to Remove Unemployment Insurance Barriers
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Republicans put into place more than a dozen new hurdles in just eight years that
Wisconsinites have to jump over in order to receive the benefits they have earned. Time
for political games with people's lives is over.

West Point — In December 2014 an audit was performed on the Wisconsin Unemployment
System. The audit found that in FY 2013-2014, 1.7 million calls to the call centers, which was
60.2% of the total calls, were blocked because the queue was full. The audit showed significant
issues and vulnerabilities in the process, which should have sounded the alarm for Republican
leadership, but they took no action to modernize the system.

Fast forward to 2020, during a global pandemic that has resulted in historic unemployment
levels, and Wisconsinites are now forced to pay the price for Republican inaction. Unfortunately,
instead of taking steps to modernize the system — that was not built to handle the challenges we
are facing today - Republicans have spent the last decade doing everything possible to make it
harder to get unemployment benefits. The non-partisan Legislative Council compiled a list of
changes to Unemployment under Republican control. It shows that instead of working to
improve access to benefits that Wisconsinites have earned, Republicans would rather assume
fraud and create tripwires for Wisconsinites who work for a living.
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