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We should legalize medical marijuana, as an ever growing list of organizations and
individuals support decriminalization for medical use.

  

  

MADISON - Since 2009, I have been the author of legislation to legalize marijuana for medical
use.  In that time I have heard heartbreaking stories from people across the state who are using
marijuana to alleviate serious medical conditions; People breaking the law to get their loved
ones a medicine that works.

  

Legislators have long been behind the public on this issue.  Recent polling showed that 59% of
Wisconsinites support the legalization of all marijuana, but broken down into medical use the
numbers are even higher.

  

In addition, thirty States and Washington, D.C., both red and blue, have passed effective
medical marijuana programs, and no state has ever sought to repeal it. It is time for Wisconsin
to join them in passing these regulations.
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The bottom line is that seriously ill patients should not have to break the law to access theirmedication.  Marijuana can provide relief to those suffering from cancer, glaucoma, PTSD, ALS,chronic pain and can even help in the fight against opiate addiction.  A study published in theJournal of the American Medical Association in 2014 found that opioid overdose deaths werereduced by 25% in states with an effective medical marijuana law. This is a common-sensesolution to a crisis that impacts both urban and rural areas of our state.  There are a multitude of reasons why we should legalize medical marijuana, and an evergrowing list of organizations and individuals that support decriminalization for medical use. Thisproposal will help individuals seeking to alleviate chronic pain in a safe and legal way, and Iapplaud Governor Evers for listening to the people of Wisconsin.  
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