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We are facing a crisis of persons suffe;ing from addiction or diagnosed with other
mental health issues, and spending in Wisconsin ranks near the bottom nationally to
combat it. Flynn outlines his new approach to treating addiction and mental illness.

MILWAUKEE - Earlier this week | had the opportunity to visit Pine Valley Integrated Services in
Juneau County, where health care professionals work with patients suffering from addiction or
diagnosed with other mental health issues. The work they do goes beyond basic treatment.
They work to enroll patients in insurance plans and develop wraparound support for those
facing food and housing insecurity. Their work requires them to collaborate with law
enforcement and other government and community agencies.

We are facing a crisis here in Wisconsin. Deaths from opioid overdoses are increasing faster
than the national average. Much of our state is rural, making mental health and substance
abuse treatment significantly harder for those living far away from treatment centers. Mental
health spending in Wisconsin ranks near the bottom nationally. Scott Walker turned down
federal Medicaid dollars that would go towards treatment, putting his Republican presidential
primary ambitions over the needs of those suffering opioid addictions.

Wisconsin needs a new approach to treating addiction and mental iliness.
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