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Sen. Smith writes about the beginning of the 2021-22 legislative session and the lack of
compromise we’ve seen from Republican leaders thus far on COVID-19 relief.

MADISON - Last Monday, on January 4, the Wisconsin State Legislature began the 2021-22
legislative session. New members were sworn in and all elected officials looked ahead to the
new session.

Inauguration Day is an important reminder that the Legislature includes elected
representatives from many walks of life. Our job is to listen to professionals and ensure they
have what they need to do their jobs the best they can.

Every session, elected officials bring their unique experience and expertise forward to
introduce new policy proposals. Although we may not always immediately agree, our collective
differences can help us change and improve a proposal. When there are two proposals to
address one problem, it’s logical to compare the differences. We can identify some points of
agreement for compromise even if the differences are vast. In some negotiations, both parties
look for agreement and accept certain parts they might otherwise not have put in their own
plan.
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