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The Wisconsin Court’s divisive brand of partisanship on the social distancing directive
risks making the worst public health threat in a century deadlier and the most severe
economic downturn since the Great Depression more catastrophic.

Statewide - The Wisconsin State Supreme Court majority’s divisive and partisan decision late
Wednesday afternoon, along with the obstructionism of the Legislature, risks making the worst
public health threat in a century deadlier and the most severe economic downturn since the
Great Depression more catastrophic.

In a major national emergency--a pandemic, a depression, a major war--success depends on
elected leaders (including judges) and the public putting aside the divisions of normal politics
and pulling together to take effective and decisive action. Wisconsin has a history of doing just
this, but the divide-and-conquer politics of the last decade, which have transformed the
Wisconsin Supreme Court and the Legislature, is now undermining the political and social unity
needed to rise to the challenge.
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