Life-Saving Emergency Services: Who Pays?
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Sen. Smith writes about the shortage of funding for émergency medical services, and
how increasing the shared revenue formula will meet this need to provide life-saving
services in the most critical cases.

MADISON - When you call 911, you expect with rock-solid confidence there will be someone
to answer the call. You also expect help is on the way. Confidence in the midst of a catastrophe
is taken for granted every day.

What many people don’t know is how it all works on the back end. It takes dedicated people
and immense resources through shared revenue to local municipalities to get injured and sick
individuals to a place they can be treated.

It's not supposed to matter where you are located. You should expect someone trained in
emergency medical services (EMS) to show up when you call.

But increasingly it does matter where you are as more villages and towns struggle to provide
emergency services. There are two major reasons for this: lack of personnel and lack of
resources and funding.
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