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MADISON - Like many others across the country, | was devastated by the news coverage of
the tragic bombings at the Boston Marathon. My thoughts and prayers go out to the lives that
were torn apart by this act of terror.

Finishing a marathon is not just an achievement, it is the culmination of months, if not years, of
hard work a runner puts in just to get there. It is about overcoming hardship and adversity. The
cowards that did this not only struck out against that American spirit of endurance and
achievement, but they also struck out against a world community of runners from all 50 states
and 90-plus countries across the globe.

As an avid runner who had family and friends attending and participating in the Boston
Marathon, this affected me on a personal level. While my family and friends were uninjured,
none of us were left untouched by this unthinkable event. My hope is that the people
responsible for this horrible act of terrorism are found and brought to justice so that the those
affected by this tragedy and their families are able to find peace.
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