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WASHINGTON, DC - This morning, speaking from the Cabinet Room, President announced
that we've secured significant diplomatic achievements in Iran. Thanks to the Iran nuclear
agreement, Iran can no longer develop a nuclear weapon. And this morning, four Americans
were officially freed from wrongful imprisonment and are on their way home.

This is what strong, principled American diplomacy can do. As the President said today:

"Today's progress -- Americans coming home, an Iran that has rolled back its nuclear program
and accepted unprecedented monitoring of that program -- these things are a reminder of what
we can achieve when we lead with strength and with wisdom; with courage and resolve and
patience. America can do, and has done, big things when we work together"

President Obama delivers a statement in the Cabinet Room on the impact of U.S. leadership
in Iran.

Published on Jan 17, 2016
On January 16, 2016, the International Atomic Energy Agency verified that Iran has
completed the necessary steps under the Iran deal that will ensure Iran's nuclear
program is and remains exclusively peaceful.
Before this agreement, Iran's breakout time -- or the time it would have taken for Iran to gather
enough fissile material to build a weapon -- was only two to three months. Today, because of
the Iran deal, it would take Iran 12 months or more. And with the unprecedented monitoring and
access this deal puts in place, if Iran tries, we will know and sanctions will snap back into place.
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Here's how we got to this point. Since October, Iran has:
-

Shipped 25,000 pounds of enriched uranium out of the country
Dismantled and removed two-thirds of its centrifuges
Removed the calandria from its heavy water reactor and filled it with concrete
Provided unprecedented access to its nuclear facilities and supply chain

Because Iran has completed these steps, the U.S. and international community can begin the
next phase under the JCPOA, which means the U.S. will begin lifting its nuclear-related
sanctions on Iran. However, a number of U.S. sanctions authorities and designations will
continue to remain in place.
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