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Republicans came to the floor and gaveled in Monday, but delayed action. Legislature
should listen and act now, says Sen. Erpenbach.

  

  

WEST POINT, WI - The Wisconsin Legislature must rise to meet this moment. In March,
Breonna Taylor was killed while officers executed a no-knock warrant on her home. In May,
George Floyd was killed after being arrested by the Minneapolis Police. On August 23rd, a
Kenosha Police Officer fired seven shots at Jacob Blake’s back; causing him to be paralyzed
from the waist down.  Reform is necessary.

  

In June, Governor Evers released a package of bills designed to begin to restore equal justice
in Wisconsin. The bills are an attempt to address real issues that we need to take on in order to
make real change. Republicans in the Legislature did not act in June. In fact it has been 138
days since they have done anything at all.  Nothing to address unemployment, nothing to
address the continued demands of a global pandemic, nothing to address racial justice.
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The Republican answer to all of our state’s pressing issues has been to create a task force.How can we be expected to take that seriously when just 3 out of the 30 bills introduced by theSpeaker’s numerous task forces have resulted in anything at all?  Democrats stand ready tomeet this moment and bring about the change that has been desperately needed for far toolong.  Monday Republicans came to the floor and gaveled in because they had to; because the rulesof a special session called by the Governor require them to.  It is now up to them how theyanswer the demands for justice being heard around Wisconsin.  We stand with those calling for change, with those peacefully protesting injustice. We share theanger and frustration of those who want the Legislature to act. We can no longer turn our backson this moment and wait for it to pass.  
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