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In January, Donald Trump will start his new government job. He can expect no more
loyalty or support than President Obama received. It will be his job to win us over using
only the dull tools we give to our President in a democracy.

      

  

GREEN BAY – On November 8th, we held an election for the job of President of the United
States and Donald Trump won. In January, barring anything unforeseen at the Electoral College
in December, he will start his new government job.

  

The current holder of the job, President Barack Obama, has met with Trump and begun the
process of showing him the ropes. About half of people with a vote in the selection process are
happy with the choice, and the other half are not. We will see how he works out.

  

Despite all of the talk in the media about electing a world leader and the most powerful man on
earth, it is important to remember that it’s just a job and a government job at that. We did not
elect a King, and Trump Enterprises did not buy a controlling interest in the U.S. government.

  

Working in government is quite different than the private sector and often frustrating. In any
Executive job, like President or Governor or Mayor, you have a lot of bosses and they are the
people you serve. Our founders set it up that way.

  

Donald Trump will probably get real frustrated in his new job fast. He is used to being his own
boss, the king of his domain, who can hire and fire and pretty much do what he likes. That’s the
private sector model we still use based on the days of lords and kings.

  

Most successful businessmen understand the difference, and that’s why most are not interested
in running for any government job. They don’t need the hassle, and for what?
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Donald Trump has a new job, and being successful in it will require a whole set of skills he has
yet to demonstrate. Can he convince bosses he cannot fire that his idea is the one they should
follow? Can he rally their loyalty? Can he convince foreign leaders that his word can be trusted?
Can he do the job?

  

President Obama started his new government job with very little support from nearly half of the
American people and even less from the opposing political party in Washington. Donald Trump
should expect no more.

  

It will be his job to win us over using only the dull tools we give to our President. Will he appoint
people we can trust to his cabinet? Will be propose policies we agree with and can follow? Will
he demonstrate he is there to represent us and not promote himself?

  

If not, we have the power to fire him, and not just by waiting four years and voting him out. That
is our right, and responsibility, as our founders envisioned.

  

*****

  

Bob Kiefert is a Founding Partner and Publisher of the N.E. Wisconsin - Green Bay Progressive.
Before moving to Green Bay in 2008, he was the Assistant Director of Human Resources for
Milwaukee County. A graduate of the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee, he  spent 18 years in
Madison, where he was an Executive Personnel Officer and the Technology Manager for the
State Department of Employment Relations. He is a former Vice Chair of the Democratic Party
of Brown County, Director of the Human Resources Management Association of S.E. Wisconsin
(now SHRM), and Technology Chair for the City of Franklin, Wisconsin. Bob is a veteran of the
U.S. Air Force (1965-1971). Read his blog here .
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