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MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers  today delivered the Democratic Radio Address highlighting his
plan to  expand high-speed internet across Wisconsin, including a historic  investment of $750
million for the Broadband Expansion Grant Program.

  

This historic proposal builds upon the governor’s previous  record-setting investments to expand
broadband across the state and is  more than four times larger than the total funding provided to
the grant  program over Gov. Evers’ past two budgets. More information regarding  Gov. Evers’
plan to invest in broadband access and affordability is  available here .

      

Audio File of Radio Address .

Hey there, Governor Tony Evers here. 

Folks,  expanding access to high-speed internet across Wisconsin has been a top  priority for
my administration since Day One—no administration in state  history has done more to expand
access to high-speed internet than we  have. 
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY29udGVudC5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvV0lHT1YvYnVsbGV0aW5zLzM1YTIzOGMiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwNTE4Ljc2OTM4MzMxIn0.E85xXbH8ly8nTBdRsMPYzAZ1hsbAhsM8h9m--DbjKU0/s/933639323/br/198741294358-l
http://soundcloud.com/evers-admin/gov-evers-address-may-18-2023
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Since 2019, we’ve allocated more than $340 million to  ensure more than 390,000 homes and
businesses will have new or improved,  reliable, high-speed internet. 

And in 2021, I declared it the  Year of Broadband Access so we could continue to make
meaningful  progress forward on our efforts to get folks and families connected. 

But  there is still more work to do. We have to make sure that our  infrastructure is prepared to
support a workforce and economy of the  21st century. 

Because having access to reliable, high-speed  internet is a necessity for how we do work, how
we learn, how we see our  doctors, how we stay connected to our communities, and so much
more. 

That’s  why my budget proposal includes a historic $750 million investment for  our Broadband
Expansion Grant Program, which is more than four times  more than our previous record-setting
investments. 

The digital  divide is holding our kids and families, our communities, and our  economy back,
and at the end of the day, the longer it takes to get  everybody connected, the more costly it
becomes for our state to catch  up. 

We have a historic $7 billion surplus and with it, a historic opportunity to invest in needs that
have long been neglected. 

So,  I hope the Legislature will join me in taking this historic opportunity  to close the divide,
invest in our communities, and to keep our  economic momentum strong. 

Let’s get this done. Thank you.
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