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Package of four bills provide $100 million a year in grants for broadband expansion for
the next two years.

  

  

MADISON – State Sen. Kathleen Vinehout (D-Alma) and State Rep. Don Vruwink (D-Milton)
introduced their “Moving Broadband Forward” bills on Wednesday.

  

The package of four bills provide $100 million a year in grants for broadband expansion for the
next two years. The legislation also removes costly and time-consuming roadblocks when
municipalities want to start their own broadband utilities.

  

Under the bill, municipalities and the state Department of Transportation would be allowed to
install empty conduit lines for future fiber optics as part of road and sidewalk projects. This
eliminates the need to dig trenches a second time. The “dig-once” policy could save up to ninety
percent of the cost of installing future fiber optics.

  

Also, the bills require that for a service to be called or advertised as “Broadband” it must
consistently allow users to download at 25 Mbps (megabytes per second) and upload at 3
Mbps.
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“Wisconsin has not been serious about expanding broadband,” Vinehout said. “The Governorreturned $23 million in federal stimulus broadband money in 2011. Since 2014, Wisconsin hasapproved only $3.9 million in broadband expansion grants. Minnesota spent $85 million duringthat same time.”  The Federal Communications Commission recently reported that thirteen percent ofWisconsinites lack access to at least one broadband service provider. In 2016, according to thetech firm Speedtest, Wisconsin ranked 49th in average internet speed.  “Wisconsin is lagging the nation badly in broadband service, especially compared to Minnesota.We have a lot of catching up to do,” Senator Vinehout said.  “We won’t be able to MoveBroadband Forward without a significant investment and a commitment to fixing the problemswith current law.”  

“The Legislature so far has dropped only pennies into the bank of our broadband infrastructure,”Vruwink said. “In this day and age, high-speed internet is as essential as electricity. It is vital tothe economic success of our small towns, villages and cities. Currently, municipalities that wantto become internet service providers face too many bureaucratic obstacles. This bill removesthe unnecessary obstacles.”  “Broadband expansion today is the rural electrification of the 1930s and ’40s,” Vruwink said.“I’ve heard from many business owners, farmers, and families around the state who do not haveaccess to broadband internet. That puts them at a competitive disadvantage.”  “We must get serious about Moving Broadband Forward,” Sen. Vinehout said. “Real broadbandis an essential service for families, for students, and for businesses. It will do far more to keepand attract young people to Wisconsin than an advertising campaign in Chicago.”  

 2 / 2


