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Pre-Existing Condition Protections for Millions of Wisconsinites also at stake. Citizen
Action of Wisconsin Urges Justices to Put Partisan Politics Aside and Uphold the Law.

      

  

Milwaukee, WI – Statement in response to the Supreme Court’s hearing of the California v.
Texas lawsuit to determine the constitutionality of the Affordable Care Act Citizen Action of
Wisconsin released the following statement:

  

COVID cases are surging in Wisconsin to new levels, setting new records for infection and
putting Wisconsinites’ lives at risk. During the biggest public health crisis of our lifetimes, we
need more and better health care for all people, not less. And yet, during this global pandemic,
the United States is taking up the Trump and Republican backed California v. Texas lawsuit that
threatens to take health care away from millions of Americans.

  

Rather than protect and expand health care or lower drug prices, President Trump spent four
years trying to repeal the ACA, weaken Medicaid and Medicare, and breaking his promises
about lowering drug prices. In the last month before the election, his top priority was not COVID
relief and recovery, but instead he focused on packing the Supreme Court with another right
wing judge that opposes the ACA.

  

In defiance of past precedence, the legal opinions of experts across the political spectrum who
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argue that this case has no merit, and the harmful impact of overturning coverage for over 20
million people as well as pre-existing condition protections for 135 million more, this court could
refuse to uphold the ACA. That decision would have dire consequences for Wisconsinites.
Experts estimate that 153,000 Wisconsinites  could lose coverage, including 41,000 young
adults on their parents’ coverage and 28,000 children
. Furthermore, without the Affordable Care Act, between 
883,000
and 
2.4 million
Wisconsinites with pre-existing conditions could be denied coverage or be discriminated against
and face much higher costs.

  

While millions of Americans would lose coverage and protections, the wealthy few and large
corporations would receive massive tax breaks. Prescription drug corporations would receive a
massive tax break from the repeal amounting to $2.8 billion  annually and the richest
households in Wisconsin would collectively receive 
$420 million
in tax breaks.

  

For the sake of our democracy and our health, the Supreme Court must uphold the ACA as the
law of the land and put aside partisan politics to act as a neutral arbiter in this case. The justices
must prioritize sound legal judgement and the well-being of the nation over President Trump’s
anti-health care legacy.

  

####

  

"One  cannot make clear division between the innocent and the guilty. We are  all
involved, more or less, in the human, especially social, wrongs of  our time." James
Luther Adams
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