New Legislation Would Fix Unemployment Benefits Problems
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Bills would roll back barriers to Unemployment Insurance (Ul) imposed during decade of
misguided anti-worker legislation.

WEST POINT — Republicans spent years putting in place hurdles that hardworking
Wisconsinites have to navigate in order to receive Unemployment Benefits that they have
earned. What is worse, during a global pandemic, Republicans have spent more time on
political name-calling than acting to address the challenges that the Department of Workforce
Development (DWD) is facing today, too many of which stem from the obstacles that the GOP
have created. Wisconsinites deserve more than empty promises and political games.

With the unprecedented circumstances that our state is facing, the legislature should be
working to alleviate some of the pressures on DWD and help them process claims faster. DWD
has already increased staffing, added call centers, and streamlined systems, but there is more
that we can do. That is why Wisconsin Legislative Democrats announced a package of
legislation to remove Republican-implemented restrictions and barriers that will allow DWD to
ensure Wisconsinites can access their earned benefits faster.
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