Come to the Budget Listening Session Tuesday, April 11
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Sen. Smith promotes public participation in the Legislature’s Joint Finance Committee
budget listening sessions. Join them next Tuesday, April 11,0 at the W.R. Davies Center
at UW-Eau Claire from 10:00am to 5:00pm to share your thoughts on the 2023-25 state
budget!

MADISON - It's not fun, but we all have to budget. We budget our time and our resources
because we have a limited amount — of hours in the day, of energy, of money. Every day, each
one of us makes decisions on how we allocate our time and resources, and while it's not
always a zero-sum game, sometimes we have to make tough choices.

So budgeting is not a foreign idea to any of us. Planning something as large as a state budget
may seem daunting, but the same principles apply. We have a limited amount of money and
many priorities to keep in mind. We start by estimating as closely as possible the revenue our
state can expect over a two-year period. Then we allocate funding to the areas of spending we
know we will need to address.

Wouldn't it be nice if everyone agreed on priorities, and it were as simple as filling out a
spreadsheet, moving the funds we need into each column? Unfortunately, the reality is much
more complicated than that.
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