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Senator Smith writes about the importance of protecting reproductive freedom in
Wisconsin by repealing the 1849-era criminal abortion ban.

MADISON - The word freedom is tossed around quite a bit. It's a convenient word to use when
trying to make others fear they will lose their freedom. Some politicians will scare voters about
losing their freedom to own a gun, or losing control over their children’s education. They beat
that same drum and many take the bait.

This time, it’s different. Freedoms for women have been taken away. When the United States
Supreme Court made the cowardly decision to overturn the 1973 case that recognized the right
to choose when and if they bear children, they stripped women of their freedom to determine
their own path. Justices who had declared that they would not rule against past precedent did
just that. Justices who hold such a high office in the UNITED States divided us by which state
we live in. Now a woman’s freedom is determined by where they live or their financial status

and ability to travel.
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