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Senator Smith writes about Republican flat tax proposals. Instead of providing tax relief
for those who need it the least, Wisconsin has an opportunity to invest our surplus in
targeted programs and put money in the pockets of the middle class.

MADISON - In the last year, Republicans talked a lot about a flat tax. They call a flat tax a
“simplification” of our tax system, but that’s a simplification of the truth. They make it sound
good, but in reality it shifts a bigger share of the tax burden onto middle class families.

So why do Republicans want it? Just last week, Senate Republican Majority Leader Devin
LeMahieu (R-Oostburg) said, “We have the resources to do this.” Just because you can do
something doesn’t mean it is a good idea. Why spend our hard-earned surplus on the wealthy
when we face so many challenges?

Our income tax system only applies higher rates to “marginal” income, or income in excess of
the base tax rate. This means wealthy residents pay the same as the rest of us on a certain
amount earned, any income in excess of that is taxed at a slightly higher rate. Lowering the rate
at which marginal income is taxed provides a windfall to the wealthy, while passing the middle
class and the working poor by.
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