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School safety is a top priority, says the Governor, and that means doing everything we
can to keep our schools, our streets, and our communities safe.

MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers and Attorney General Josh Kaul today recognized October
16-22, 2022, as Safe Schools Week in Wisconsin and highlighted efforts to promote school
safety across the state through new school and community safety investments as well as the
ongoing work of the Office of School Safety (OSS). Gov. Evers also signed a proclamation
recognizing Safe Schools Week in Wisconsin, which is available here .

“Whether it's investing in public safety initiatives or student mental health, we know what'’s best
for our kids is what's best for our state, and that means doing everything we can to keep our
schools, our streets, and our communities safe,” said Gov. Evers. “School safety has to be a
top priority for us as a state, and that starts by ensuring we’re supporting our kids and our
schools with the investments and resources they need to be safe and successful.”

“DOJ’s Office of School Safety has been working to make schools across the state safer since
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it launched in 2018, and it's made a difference,” said Attorney General Kaul. “We must
continue this critical work keeping our kids safe, and I'm calling on the Legislature to provide
long-term funding for the Office of School Safety.”

Efforts to promote school safety through the OSS build on the governor’s significant
investments to promote public safety and support Wisconsin’s public schools. Over the past
year, Gov. Evers has invested more than $100 million in violence prevention and community
safety statewide. These investments not only address communities’ immediate public safety
needs but they are also targeted to address and stop cycles of violence in communities,
including investments in local law enforcement, youth mentorship, and community-based
violence interruption services. Earlier this month, Gov. Evers also announced his next
biennial budget proposal will include $91.4 million to increase shared revenue and provide local
governments with the long-term, ongoing resources needed to support public safety and
community priorities, as well as a new $10 million shared revenue public safety supplement to
help specifically address EMS, police, and fire costs.

Additionally, on top of his historic biennial budget investments in Wisconsin schools, Gov.
Evers has also invested more than $200 million in federal pandemic relief funding, much of
which schools could use for whatever they needed most, including to increase their
investments in students, staff, and safety. These investments include $30 million for the
governor’s “Get Kids Ahead” initiative to provide critical mental health services in K-12 schools
across Wisconsin. Research shows that improving student mental health also improves
student health, learning, attendance, and engagement while reducing bullying, risky behaviors,
violence, involvement in the juvenile justice system, and substance use, all of which promote
safer schools across the state.

OSS has a four-pronged approach to improve school safety which includes threat reporting,
threat assessment consultation, critical incident response, and general school safety guidance.
OSS launched Speak Up, Speak Out (SUSO) in September 2020. SUSO is a statewide
confidential reporting system designed to be a safe place for students, school staff, and
community members to share information concerning potential school violence. Since SUSO’s
inception, the tip line has received more than 4,000 tips. Additional information and data on
SUSO can be found in the 2021-2022 SUSO Annual Report .

Additionally, this year, OSS launched a Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT) program
around the state. CIRTs are designed to provide all Wisconsin K-12 public, private, charter,
and Tribal schools with access to a regionally based team to support them if a critical incident
ever occurs at their school. The mission of the CIRT program is to minimize the psychological
impact of a critical school incident, provide resources to help stabilize the school community,
work to identify individuals that may require long-term mental health services after a critical
incident occurs, and offer support to school administrators and educators. Wisconsin is the first
state to implement regionally based CIRTs on a statewide basis.

2/3


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEwMTcuNjUyNTEzMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJR09WL2J1bGxldGlucy8zMmZkNDA5In0.Bndbbd_GR8nlohokPAgV9Y6Acf-gYpCniTP_K-JgMVQ/s/933639323/br/146063982288-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEwMTcuNjUyNTEzMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NoaWxkcmVuLndpLmdvdi9Eb2N1bWVudHMvUmVzZWFyY2hEYXRhL09DTUglMjBGYWN0JTIwU2hlZXRfQXVndXN0JTIwMjAyMl9TdHJlbmd0aGVuaW5nJTIwU3R1ZGVudCUyME1lbnRhbCUyMEhlYWx0aC5wZGYifQ.gu2pla6PV-XiVQwq9QMuYuauWEKanaKnW6tPN5nvCgs/s/933639323/br/146063982288-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEwMTcuNjUyNTEzMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kb2ouc3RhdGUud2kudXMvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9uZXdzLW1lZGlhLzIwMjIlMjBTVVNPJTIwQU5OVUFMJTIwUkVQT1JULnBkZiJ9.8wULxP63R5lywzunYjOtQ1SSQkkRbD_IG-fTtHdvY1U/s/933639323/br/146063982288-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEwMTcuNjUyNTEzMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kb2ouc3RhdGUud2kudXMvbmV3cy1yZWxlYXNlcy9vZmZpY2Utc2Nob29sLXNhZmV0eS1sYXVuY2hlcy1jcml0aWNhbC1pbmNpZGVudC1yZXNwb25zZS10ZWFtLXByb2dyYW0ifQ.sL4AWmfA3BBMUlBnDsNL6D033irVkQZp037VoSOhrdw/s/933639323/br/146063982288-l

Evers, AG Kaul Recognize Safe Schools Week

Written by GOV Press Wisconsin
Monday, 17 October 2022 14:04 -

OSS also launched a $2 million critical incident mapping data grant program in July of this
year. The grant program offers reimbursement to school boards and governing bodies of
private schools for critical incident mapping data. Critical incident mapping provides a digital
blueprint of a school that can be easily accessed by law enforcement on cell phones or other
devices during a critical incident. It provides a clear layout of a school for law enforcement
when a quick response is necessary. Additional information about the grant program is
available here .

OSS was initially supported by more than $2 million in federal grant funding from the U.S.
Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Assistance. OSS is currently supported by more than
$1.8 million in American Rescue Plan Act funding, which will end in December 2023.
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