Ghost guns on the rise in Wisconsin as federal government prepares to act
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New federal regulation of ghost guns is coming just as numbers rise in Kenosha,
Milwaukee

On Aug. 24, new federal regulations will take effect to reduce the proliferation of untraceable,
privately assembled firearms. Popularly known as “ghost guns,” these firearms have become
steadily more common in southeastern Wisconsin. Their cryptic nature brings new challenges
for law enforcement, particularly in states with loose gun laws.

Every year, any given police department may encounter, seize or collect large quantities of
firearms. Last year alone, the Milwaukee Police Department (MPD) recovered 3,279 firearms.
While 2,918 of them are kept in evidence as part of ongoing investigations, the remaining
handful are stored for “safekeeping.” Gun seizures reached a three year high, accompanying a
rising homicide rate

, with Milwaukee County experiencing 222 homicides in 2021.
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