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Last week, Sen. Smith introduced the “Better Broadband” package, 6 bills to expand
broadband and better connect our communities. Today he covers accessing high speed
broadband to guarantee rural prosperity for our future.

MADISON - Governor Tony Evers shined a bright light on the urgency of strengthening our
rural communities by calling a special session to take up agriculture bills, creating the Blue
Ribbon Commission on Rural Prosperity and establishing the Office of Rural Prosperity. In

western Wisconsin, we have an opportunity to step up and continue leading the way.

We should think of rural prosperity as a jigsaw puzzle. Rural prosperity relies on our
agricultural industry, job security, entrepreneurial opportunity, tourism, quality schools,
community spaces and more. Each individual piece contributing to rural prosperity has a
purpose and need. However, these pieces don’t create an image and illustrate rural prosperity
unless all the pieces are connected.
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